
Bunkers and More Project Wrap-Up 
The now completed bunker and greens project is a stunning enhancement to both the 
character and playability of the golf course. While the project strongly embraced the Seth 
Raynor design style, architect Bill Bergin brought new life to the key course features and 
made them a better fit to the requirements of golf in the 21st century. Let’s take a closer 
look at these improvements. 
 

Bunkers- The particle sizes of the new bunker sand allow it to become firmer, which will 

provide player’s more consistency with their recovery shot. The bunkers were constructed 
with an upward tilt on the floors, improving the launch angle and allowing the white sand to 
be visible and a key course aesthetic. They’re also more strategically located, and though the 
total number of bunkers was reduced from 93 to 65, most are larger in size. The state-of the-
art Better Billy liner system will result in optimal drainage and playability.  To summarize, the 
character and strategic value of the bunkers has been enhanced, and so has the ability for 
players to improve their bunker game! 
 

 
 

Greens- A combination of strategically placed bunkers and eighteen interesting green 

surfaces is what makes a championship golf course. Minnesota Valley now screams 
championship golf! Charles Blair McDonald, the Father of American Golf Course Architecture 
once said, “putting greens are to golf courses what faces are to portraits”. Minnesota 
Valley’s greens have always been very, very special faces to the portraits, and arguably the 
highlight of the course. Well, ante up players! The greens are now 25% larger overall, with 
twelve new short-cut chipping areas blended seamlessly alongside them. With over half of 
your strokes occurring on or around greens, the interest and strategy of those strokes has 
grown leaps and bounds with the renovation.  From one green to the next, there’s now an 
even greater variety in the shape, size, contours, slopes, and surrounds. Great fun lies ahead!      



 

 
 

Trees- We all admire the beauty of trees, but nothing is more destructive to the architecture 

of a classic golf course than incorrectly located trees. For this reason, over a period of four 
years, before, during and after the project, we removed nearly 200 trees from the course. 
These trees were basically camouflaging the original golf course corridors, blocking 
outstanding vistas, and compromising turgrass quality. The removals have resulted in 
improved sunlight to the turf, better views of the golf course, and the ability to execute 
both strategic and recovery golf shots.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Fairways- We’ve expanded portions of twelve fairways, with more to come in the future. 

Larger fairways provide all levels of players more options. Strategic golf holes reward the 
player who can position their drive to a particular side of the fairway, allowing for the 
optimal angle for the next shot. And while the fairway bunkers cannot be ignored, large 
fairways provide ample options for players to evade them. 
 

 
 

Drainage- The days of standing water after a rainfall on the 1st and 10th fairways is over!  

Bunkers also have state of the art liner and drainage systems under the sand. This “Better 
Billy” system will provide more consistent playing conditions from the bunker sand. We’ve 
also installed drainage lines in additional fairway areas that were prone to holding water. 
 

 



 
The following is a summary of the improvements made to the golf course with this project. 
 
BUNKERS 

 Constructed a total of 65 bunkers – 38 greenside and 27 fairway 
 Installed state of the art drainage and “Better Billy” liner systems 
 Installed new Ohio Best “tournament blend” white sand in all bunkers 
 Greatly increased the visibility of the sand  
 Improved shot launch angle from bunkers 

 
GREENS 

 Squared-up the front corners of all greens 
 Increased the overall square footage of greens by 25% 
 Major expansions on eight greens- # 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 
 Constructed a new and larger #2 Redan green 
 Softened severe slopes on greens # 4, 6, 7, 9, 13 
 Created over 40 new pin positions 
 Kept the original character of the green surfaces 

 
TEES 

 Constructing two new forward tees on hole #2 
 Constructed new back tee on hole #3 
 Constructed three new tees on hole #9 
 Constructing new forward tee on hole #12 

 
FAIRWAYS 

 Expanded twelve fairways increasing overall size by 4 acres 
 Installed bentgrass turf adjacent to al fairway bunkers 
 Installed bentgrass turf on many approaches to greens 
 Installed bentgrass turf on twelve new chipping areas 
 Installed drainage tile in low areas prone to holding water 

 
 

 
Thank you for your support while these improvements were completed! 
 
Minnesota Valley Green and Construction Committees 
 


